Diagnosis and treatment of abscess of the central ganglia.
The authors present four cases of abscess of the thalamus and basal ganglia and review an additional 10 cases from the literature. These abscesses appear to be metastatic and are usually associated with a cardiac septal defect or a preceding intrathoracic infection. Fever, elevated white blood count, and/or meningismus, in combination with angiography demonstrating an avascular mass, help distinguish abscess from tumor in this location. The authors advocate aspiration rather than excision.